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1. LV E in a Pare of the POS: which 
1. gives me too frequent Opportunities of 
obſerving the ſcandalous Diſorders and per- 
nicious Conſequences of the Common Peo- 
Fee drinking Spirituous Liquors. 

And alſo what little Subſtance I June is 
chiefly in Land, which lies in a part of the + 
1 where the Price of Corn is the entire 
Dependance of the Tenants, who ſupply the 
Market at Bear- Rey, yet I always thought 
[the preſerving the Strength and Morals of 

the Co ommon People of ſo much Concern to 

5 Man of common Senſe in the King - 
| dom, that 1 reconciled my ſelf very chear- 
1 fully to the Thoughts of leſſening my Rents, 
FFF AS J could but have the Happineſs. of 
| = eeing this a Poiſon rooted out, 
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1 the Nalion; wherein the ay po Hl aſſerts 
the Landed Intereſt. ain by the De- 
ſtruction of the Dititlery: * deter- 
mined with my ſelf that Manufacture was 
| enfitely 4 omyon Nyſance, and ought to 
be enti deſtroyed in all its Branches. 
In this Gola I remain*d till I ſaw an An- 
ſwer to che abave-mengioned 5 in a- 
ngther ] An e 777 7 
preſent State of the Britiſh Diftillery ; on 
reading which I was indeed the more convin- 
oed of thejill Conſequence pf the common 
Tipling Houſes for 8 pilituchs Lid 
the abſolute Neceſſity of providing an im- 
| Fee mn effectual erf but at zhe 
time I own, it appear'd pla 6 
that the Gene lf was . al | 
of great Conſequence to t e L Landed 1 iy ; 
— ; and that all g good Ends 
ſed might beanſwered, 9 5 blo orig i 
at:one Stroke, 2. Body of uſcful and indu 
trious People, who as is, mentioned in the 
Pamphlet I quote, have launct ed out their 
Fortunes in this Trade, on the Faith of ſe- 
veral Acts of Parliament: 1 F or Which rea- 
ſon, no doubt but a Parli ment will be ten- 
der in this bein and dif inguiſh between 
what i is uſeful, age what is, pernicious; and | 
not indiſeriminately deſtroy the Whole. 
The Author 505 this Pamphlet ive . a 
e of the Number o wales rs , of 
whom be allows 200. to be free of 1 
8 Company. and 1200 who are Hot.” 


* X — 
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He 


428 


ors, and | 


. « He computes the J tent Is employed by” 
them | in this Manu 
7 — and that it Colts them about 
o mr Ct. Which is 37900 l. annually 
- for Nepairs, in which man Trades and 
* Atrificers are employed, as Smiths, Coo- 

rs, Copperſmiths, Wheelwrights, Brick- 
layers, Carpenters, : Plumbers, Worm- 
« Faro Back-makers, F ounders, M il 
* rights, Ga. 

« Thar th . 00,000 Qi 1 | 
of Grain Yearly i lery, as 
Wheat, Barley, . which latter is ſu 8 
ES chiefly from the Northern Parts; 3 (4 

es a great Quantity of | 5 


from the Plantations; and Cyder | 
= the Western Parts. ; 


And chat the Tillage neceſſary for this 
©« Conſurnj ee employs at. 2 200, 0 Se 
6 Acres of Land, 190,000 People, 10, 000 

« Forles; employ? 37 great deal of Carr” 
6 age Nell as Factors to buy and ſell; en- 
+* creaſes. the Navigation, particularly the 
© Coaſting Trade; and, employs a great 
Number of Hands in the Diſtillery ;. and 
what to my Underſtanding is of more 


Conſequence ſtill, u el 775 great 
6 f the Smuglin rench Brand 
3 TI Commodity fiffle inferior in 
:* 9 and much Cheaper,” . 1 
The Advantage of which 5 by the 
Repreſeritation given of Smugling, hich I 
ſhall quote in the Author's own Lag ; 
Let any Man but go into the Counties of 
unt and Suſſex, Norfolk or Suffolk, or any 
1 orher County conveniently fituate for 
| | . * 
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Sani there he will find all the young 
ſtout able bodied Men, who fhould by 


their Labour and Induſtry be uſeful to the 
Commonwealth, leading an idle vagabond, 
diflolute Life, acquiring in a Night tbe 


Price of a Month's Labour, by defraud- 


ing the Publick, and injuring the Fair 


Traders, which he immediately riotouſiy 
conſumes in all Wantonneſs and Debau- 


chery ; and being continually heated with 


the Liquors he deals in, and terrified with 
the Puniſhment the Laws Wnflict on Con- 
viction, becomes deſperate, values not his 
own Life, and is therefore eaſily Maſter 
of another Man's; goes about the Coun- 
try like the Banditii, inures himſelf to 
Cruelty, and ſometimes waſhes his Hands 
in the Blood of innocent Men, acting in 
diſcharge of their Truſt. In the mean 


time the Farmer wants Hands ſufficient to 
. cultivate the Land; and all Labour, by 


r . 
* 


that means, becomes exceeding dear; 


Hands are even wanted to get in the Har · 


veſt. The Supply from Ireland and Wales, 


which annually ſwarm to the adjacent 


Counties, are not ſufficient, fo that 3 5. or 


45. a Day is ſometimes paid for Labour in 
Harveſt : time: And what does all this end 
in? Why ſometimes Hanging, ſometimes 


'Tranſportation, ſometimes running away 
for fear of the one or the other, ſometimes 
a Goal for the Duty; or if all theſe fail, 
the Cargo being loſt, he is laid in Goal for 
Debts contracted in the unlawful Employ- 


ment; but in either Caſe, a Wife and mi- 
JJ 6 0 bes 43%) 6 06 YBADIE 
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fſerable Family of young "Chilling, are 
oſten left as a Charge and Burthen on the 
Pariſh, to be maintained by the Labour 


_— and Induſtry of honeſt. Men; which Caſe 


4 happens fo often, that in ſome of the 
Connties I have named, the Poor's, Rate 
Fe -->hayzmounted to 3 or 65. in the Pound. 
On the Reaſons; given in this Pamphlet, 
I muſt own L think it of Conſequence to 
the Landed Intereſt not to deſttoy ſo uſe- 
ful and beneficial a Manufacture, unleſs 
e: are deſirous to ſet up Smugling, and 
draw the Ready Money out of the Nation, 


win lich only French Brandy can be 


* purchaſed: and that the Method propoſed 
am this Pamphlet would be OI to 
- < reſtrain the Abuſe: complain'd of. 

That from and after the Day af 


0 no Diſtiller or other Perſon „ e 
except Inn Keepers, Victuallers, and 
Perſons keeping Publick Coffee Houſes, 


to be licenſed for that Purpoſe: by the 


- ——— in open Seſſions, / ſhall ſell any 
16 pirituous Liquors of any Kind or Nature 
over, to be drunk in his, her, or their 


bas Shop, / Warehouſe, Shed, or other Place 
Ie polletied by him, her, or them. And 
that all and every Perſon or Perſons of- 


© *7-fending therein, and being thereof con- ; 
victed on Oathi of two credible Witneſſes, 
« before any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 


Peace, ſhall for every ſuch Offence be 


liable to ſuch Penalties as the Parliament 
in their great Wiſdom ſhall think fit. | 
By which means the real Abuſes would 
be remedied, and the National Intereſt in 


* this 
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| | © + © this Manufacture of the Britiſh Diſtillery 
< preſerved, and the,reaſonable-Uſe of that 

Commodity to induſtrious laborious People 

* VVV en . 


N : left open.“ F , yp 3s Fs an 
| There are ſeveral other Things interſper- 
Fed in this Pamphlet, very neceſſary for 
every Man to Read, who would judge im- 
partially of an Affair of chis Importaace, 
which cannot be taken notice of in the Com- 
paſs of this Letter, I only mention ſõme 
general Heads, on which L have reformed 
my own Judgment, and doubt not, if the 
hole is duly conſidered, but that all. the 
Abuſes complain'd of, will be effectually 
remedied, and ſo valuable a Manufacture 
kept within its proper Bounds, and tendered 
uſeful. to the Subject and the State, the ra- 
ther for that the Revenue atiſing from Broth 
Spirits, 3 for the two lat Yeats to 
upwards of 150,0000. «Year, which is appro. 
Priated in the firſt place to diſcharge the in. 
tereſt of Part of the Natipnal Debt; and 1 


= 


the Surplus makes Part of the Aggregate 


9 
4 


: Revenue, called the Sinking Fund; 4 Sa- 1 
© cred Treaſure, which the. Wiſdom of the . 
Legiſlature has appropriated - to, diſcharge 
the Principal of che National. Debt, and 
now amounting in the whole; to about a Mil- 
lion a Year, affords a Proſpect of: being one b 
Day effected to the: Honour of thoſe wh 
"mace that juſt and hoveſt Proviſion,” 
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ceived a Bundle of Books from London, 


Which he gives away to every one who will“ 


5 Fre K. to read them; and makes not a 
ittle Noife in our Parte OM 


We are told hey are wrote by Alle x) 


8 Parſon in London, and are full of long Sto- 


Ties about Doctors and Gin-drinkers, rwo - 


forts of People we have little Knowledge 


of: But there is one Thing in this Parſon's | 


Book we think very ſtrange, he takes a deal 


of Pains to ſhow that the Diſtillers uſing a a 


great Quantity of Grain is not for the Ad- 
vantage bur to the Prejudice of the Farmer. 

I happen'd Yother Day to be in Company 
with ſome of my neighbouring Farmers, when 
this Book was read over very ſoberly, and 


We agreed one and all, that the Gentleman 


who took ſo much Pains to write it, was cer- 


tainly mad; and that if his Stories about 


Gin have no more Truth in them than what 


he talks about, Farming, he may be ſaid to 


have made'a great flir about nothing. 


Baut of all the ftrange Things in this 
Book, there is one Which every Plough- 
Boy knows to be falſe : He ſays, 25 we 


had more live Stock thitty or fort Ts. 
| ago than we have HOW; when at . fang 
time the Truth of the Caſe is, we not only 
ſel! gte. far Beats in a a Year © ro Market 


nary 


T'HE Parſon GE our Pariſh, 950 is 4 
mighty Newſmonger, lait Week re- 


tan The Ta armers in t Eee 1 how to 


Ls 


. 


keep forty Years ago; for you muſt know 


we don't eat Clover, Cinquefoil, or Lu- 
cerne ourſelves, but the great Quantities of 


thoſe Graſs Seeds ſowed in England, is to 


ſupport that great Increaſe of live Stock to 


be ſeen in all Parts of the Kingdom: And 


cCan any Man in his Senſes. believe that we 
ſhould increaſe the Food for our Beaſts three 


fold, and at the ſame time have leſs in 


Number than ,we had formerly? Now if 


this learned Gentleman will allow a Farmer 


to be wy Judge in his own Affairs, that he 
was br 

inſtead of breeding too little Stock, we have 
too much, far exceeding former Times, and 


therefore our Markets are glutted, and lit- 


tle worth, ſo that our main Dependance for 
Profit is on Corn, which good or bad, wet 


or dry, or wages we are ſure of a Ready- 
($] 


Money Market for at Bear-Key, or elſe our 
Landlords would ſoon feel the difference in 
the Payment of their Rents 

As Corn therefore is what we muſt truſt 
to, we hope nothing the Parſon can ſay will 


ſpoil our Markets: We have as little to do 


with Drunkenneſs 8 as himſelf; and 
as to the Tipling Brandy - ſnops, we don't 


— 


and born in, as a body may ſay, 


care what becomes of em, he may ſet em 


.on fire if he pleaſes : But what muſt we do 


with our Corn, if the n 


it? I am not able to judge what the r 


of the Kingdom will ſuffer in that Caſe. But 


as for our Town of, and all the Neigh- 
bourhood, I am ſure, we ſhall be quite 
ruin'd and undone : The Parſon himfelf 
who ſpread this Conjuring Book among us, 


I'll engage will looſe one- third Part of his 
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Tithes, for we pay Tithe io Kind when the 
Land is ſowed with Corn, but a ſmall Mo- 
dus only. when laid down; and if the Parſon | 
who wrote the Book had a good Living in 


the Country, he would have known better 
than co have told fo fooliſh a Tale. 


Truth, I know your Zondoners do not 
- much mind the Farmers Complaints, bur 
faith, Sir, what I fay is a true Story for all 
that. z and to convince you, I ſhall tell you a 
little more of my own Caſe, mme. 
My Father rented the Farm I now live in, 


about 30 or 40 Years ago, at 1001. a 
Year, .and it was with great Difficulty that 
he paid his Rent and maintained his Family: 
I think I have not above 30 Acres in the 
Whole, one third Part of which my Father 
made little Uſe of, being very coarſe, and 
over-run with Weeds; but ſince it came in- 
to my Hands, I have broke up the poor 
Land, and by the good Husbandry which 
the Goodneſs and Certainty of our. Market 
at 71 enabled me conſtantly to beſtow 
on it, and the Improvement of Turnips, I 
am nat only able to ſell 200 far Sheep a 
Year, whereas my Father could never fat 
503 but I have brought my poor Land into 
ſuch good Order, that I have had very good 
Crops of Corn, and by theſe Improvements 
have not only lived comfortably, but helped 
my Landlord to do fo too, by raiſing my 
Rent when my Leaſe expired, to 150l. a 
Year, which I can better afford to pay, 
than my Father could the 100 J. before the 
Diſtillers. were known. Beſides this, I 
drink a Cup of good. Ale ny Family, 
and have « Bowl of good Punch for my 
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think, we have 
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ny). 
F de which, I hope, . 0 
us, ſince we earn it by: our TY ind The 
Sweat of our Brow, early and late; and, 1 


A Right to enjoy 


„ed 1 


ourſelves in a civil as to our oh F ancy, 
as the beſt of you all, | 
However, the Miſchief f Is, we can or tell 5 
how long it will hold, for we have a ſtrange 
Story among us, that the e Diſtillers are 17 4 
to leave off Trade; the elif Market Day, 1 
am told, they ſhrugg'd up. their Shoulders, 
and fads they wanted no C ern, Be 19 | 


8. i 


of which was ſoon perceived, the! Market | 


fell, and my Factor writes me Word, the 
next is like to be much worſe. Lam ſure, if 
our Markets are Tuin'd, we are ruin'd 3 for 
don't ſuppoſe my Landlord will be wife 
to make any Abatement of his Rent 1; how- 


ever, were that the Caſe, he is like to do 
it, whether he will or not; for between you 


and I, although we have as much Honeſty 
as our Betters, yet we are not ſuch Fools 
to be held to Leaſes when, our Markets are 


| ; wg It will ſignify little to work ourſelves 


to a Jail. NO! no we know a' Trick 
worth two of that; we will ſooner go to 


Georgia, where Land is to be had for 2.4. 
an Acre, without Taxes, and here we Al 
10% I can't but think how your fine | 


tlemen will live on their Land, when = 
Tenants are gone; and if the 1 ſhould ſet 
their Stewards to keep it in Hand, what fine 


Accounts they will have at Quarter- 272 1 
there will be rare Flowing an an Sowing, 1 
warrant you! 

But ſuppoſing. now that neither this Far. 
bon or Go Book ould d 0 us any wen 


which, at preſent v we 4 not A little afraid 
of, yet there is one ning they talk of 
which gives us ſome Uneafin 


8 
we are not to have Brandy or Ent ti e 


in the Coun ntry for any Uſe art al [ate wa 


we hope. nothing will ever " hinder 4 Man 
drinking, a Bowl of Punch with his Friend, 


that* $ one of the greateſt Pleaſures we joy 


in the Country, after our Labour, an 


will be hard if an Engliþ Man can't Have 
Leave to do that to his own Liking, 'for you 


muſt know Sir, in our Part of the Country 
ve muſt drink ſomethin ng dreh Ale will 


not keep the Cold out of our Guts, or cure 
Agues, ſo that Punch is our favourite Li- 
quor, eſpecially of late Years, ſinee the 


Inn-keepers have got the Trick of brewing 


every Thing they ſell 4 and give us a Sort of. 
Stuff they call Clacer dt 25. a Battle, fit to 
poiſon a Man, when at the fame Price we 


can drink a Quart of good Punch, a Li 


we know the making of, for 64. or Bd 
our own Houſes, and fave our . * 


5 as Procure our Health at the ſame 


10 5 have alſo another want of Engli T7 Spi- 
 Carcle, What ſhall 
ordered. Horſes, in 


many Caſes ; Tims am ſure without it we ſhould 
loſe many a Milch Cow; and altho? it may 


have an ill Name, yet we cguld not Wye 
white Veal withour it. The 1 
7. 75 perhaps, little think that in 
ing our fine Calyes we are forced to 2 
them many a Dram of the Bottle. 
Having thus told you a piece of my Mind, 


- * as. 23 Paper 8 much read! in our 
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„ 
Neighbourhood, 1 defire you t put this i in 
Print in your next, or we ſhall kind ſome | 
Body elſe that will. | 

"Had the Parſon put his Name to 15 Book, 0 
which he might have done unleſs he is : 
aſhamed of what he writes, I ſhould not | 
have troubled. you; but as the Caſe ſtands, 
J know no other Way to ſend him an An- 
ſwer. And if he has a Mind to write ano- 
ther Book about Farming, rather than fill 
it with ſuch idle Canterbury, Stories, he ſhall, 
upon Requeſt, be informed. of the Truth of 
our Caſe, and be told what is for our Inte- 
reſt, and what is not. I do not think he can 
be 0 welt aj adge, as, your's to command, 


e eee 


LETTER . 
19 17 R. 51 


"HERE is not a 1 ® of Trade 
more deſervedly requires the Care and 
* of the Legiſlature, than that of 
our Colonies in America, which for a long 
time. have been the great Nurſery. of our 
Navigation, as well as the Employment and 
Support of our=duſtious- their 
annual Conſumption of our Home- Hanu- 
factures. won | 
From hence ariſes a great Part ir the , 
Wealth and Riches of this Kingdom 4 
private Perſons, and a conſiderable Sha 
of the publick Revenues apply'd towards the 
Diſcharge of the Principal or Intereſt Mia | 
National Debt. A | 
How heneficial ſoever this Trade m 
| have N to Great-Britain for * paſt, 


We 


we have a eee Proſpect of it for 
Time to come, for unleſs ſomething effectual 
be done to relieve them from the Difficulties 


* 


they labour under, they will ſoon be paſtt 
VV 


The frequent Fe e of the Planters 
have indeed occaſion'd the Conſidering their 
Caſe in the proper Place for Relief: And 

altho' it has been there own'd, That they are 

reduced almoſt to the laſt Extremity, even to a 
ee, ee 

reconciling their Intereſts with others whic ß 
are imagin'd to ſtand in Competition with | 
them, has prevented any effectual Meaſures 

being taken to cure the Evils:complain'd of. 
Among all our Poſſeſſions in America, 
there are none more the National Intereſt of 
Ereat- Britain to preſerve than the Sugar Co- 
lonies, whoſe Welfare I have entirely at 
Heart, not only from the Advantage which 


muſt accrue-to the Publick in their Preſer- NX O 
vation, but from the Concern I have in nne 


of the Sugar Iſlands, from whence I formerly 
uſed to receive a conſiderable Income, the 
Product of a Plantation there; altho' of 
late Vears, by reaſon of the bad Crops, the 
low Price of Sugars, and other intervening 
Accidents, I have had little or no Returns, 
but ſometimes been Money out of Pocket: 
It being a Fact notoriouſly known to all 
who are converſant in the Affairs of the 
Sugar Colonies, that we now employ more 


Hands, and are at much mor "than 
Formerly in raiſing Sugars; and at the ſame 
time raiſe leſs in Quantity, which ſells at a 


much Tower Price; notwithſtanding which, 
the Taxer there, The Burthens and Reſtraints 


on Trade, encreaſc an Iply dally, 
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This indeed and not ſo gairly affect me, 
may ſome others, becauſe I have a Depen- 
dence at Home for the Support of my {elf 


and Family; but. I have ſo much Huma- 
nity as to be ſenſibly touch'd with the Miſe- 


Product of their Plantations. . 


Hogſheads of Sugar, which they export to 
| _ Great-Britain, beſides Melaſſes, from which 


Mea. 


ue to one ait do en: niet part of the Sugars. 
Vee '9 tad A OO 


Tons of Shipping, who have double Freight 
out and home by the Returns of our Manu- 
factures, and pay a great Revenue to the 


2.4 9 Say ar Crown; the Article of Sugar only, on a : 


Medium, paying a Duty on Importation in 
Great Britain of near 1300907. a Lear. 
This Project of the TS Tolonies is the 


am 2 * ate. 


Life and Soul of our Manufactures at Home, 
in which the Returns are made either directly 
to the Planter, or to Africa and the Madeiras, 


to purchaſe Slaves and Wines for the Uſe of 


the Colonies, whilſt, at the ſame time, we, 


by exporting to other Nations ſuch Part of 


their Product as is not wanting for our 

Home · Conſumption, are enabled either to 

acquire the Balance of Trade in Mone „ or 

to leſſen their Demands on us for M ey 

where the Balance of Trade is againſt us. 55 

: In a Trade of this Importance, fo conſi- 
derable as to its Bulk, but reduced to the 
Joweſt Ebb, as. to the Profits of che Planter, 

who reaps the leaſt Advantage from it, any 

1 N or Reſtraint e N 


in point of my own private Intereſt, as it 


b "y my 
— — 222 
— — 


ries of many induſtrious Planters in this Si- 
tuation, Who have no other Support than the 


5 | The ſix Sugar Colonies are, as 18 in- 

bes > 4 form'd, computed to make yearly . 10000 
2 the make lex. make ee, luppoled to amount in | 

* In this Trade they employ many thouſand 


(7) 


be Conſumption of the Product may be 


lefſen'd or made more expenſive or difficult, 
to their immediate Deſtruction, and 


becomes a Matter of infinite Conſequence to 


prevent. 1 7 


Nor is it ſufficient in ſuch a Caſe to ſay, if 


ſuch Meaſures ſhould hereafter appear as 


fatally pernicious as they are apprehended, 


the Remedy may be ſoon had: Trade 


and Manufactures are of too delicate a Na- 


ture to ſtand ſuch Shocks, or undergo ſuch 
Experiments, particularly that Trade which 


is already ſo much reduc'd. —Purging and 


Bleeding may be excellent Preſcriptions in 


many Diſorders to People of a vigorous 
Conſtitution, but - preſent Death to thoſe 


who are already exhauſted, and in a weak 
declining Condition. So Laws of this kind 
I mention may eaſily compleat the Ruin of 


the Sugar Colonies ; but it is not equally 


certain, that a future Repeal of ſuch Laws, 
when the Miſchief ſhall appear, will repair 
the Injury, eſpecially ſince we have ſo near 


and powerful a Rival in the Sugar Trade as 
the French Colonies, who by a better Regu- ' 


lation in their Eſtabliſhment, the eaſe of 


Duties, and the ſmall Expence of their Go- wy 


vernments, with the Freedom of Exporta- 


tion to foreign Markets, bave long ſince 


ſupplanted us in a great part of the Foreign 


| Confurnption of Sugars, as well as in part 


of the Conſumption of our own Subjects; 


and only want to ſee ſome further Hardſhips 
on our Sugar Colonies, ſome greater degree 
of Miſery befal the Planters, to riſe on their 


Ruins, and render their Recovery impracti. 


„ e N eee ] N . g ; Naa 
1 7 From theſe ce ee one would ima - 5 
—_ : - | grins, that the extraordinary Zeal which has he 
„ . lately appear'd againſt the Uſe of Spirituous 5 995 
"MW | Liquors, would know ſome Bounds, and be * 
1 0 ſatisfy'd without working the Deſtruction of i 
WY our Sugar Colonies, which muſt be the Con- 

329 ſequences of either Prohibition or Reſtraint 
JE laid on the Conſumption of any part of 
TE | their Product, who already ſink beneath 
1 their own Weight; and have been long in 
'F 1 Expectation of Aſſiſtance from the Publick, 
B | | and little kn cn to meet with new Difficul- 
1 6 
* Of the 100000 Hogſhead ef, Sugar r ſup- 
br . pos'd to be imported in into Urtal- Britain, 
1 about 14000 Hegſheads at leaſt become, 
„ or are converted into Melaſſes, by the Su- L 
7% gar-Bakers, Cc. who ſell them to the Di. 
Fi tillers, and they extragt from thence à Spirit | 
} | mamamch nearer thai any other toFrench Brandy, 
T0 | in Flavour and Goodneſs, and which they 
Þ 49 4 , can afford to ſell at half the Price. 
1 el, Theſe 14000 Hogſheads of Mela ſſes con- 
eee e gam tain_the SubRance of 11000. Ho heads of 
. . rs he Sugar, Whit "all a ninth part. 
u. 8 e 1 4 vantity, and about af eighteenth part in 
| J 1 2 H. Value, of the whole Prod of all our Su- 
'f 7 gar Colonies; and were the Diſtillers not to 
11 purchaſe them, no other Vent or Conſump- 
1 | tion could be found: They will not an- 
1 . ſwer the Charge of boiling up again for 
4 coarſe Sugars 3 nor is it poſſible, conſidering [ 
x their Bulk and ſmall Value, to export them 
1 i Abroad, were there any known ares” to 
Ll ; ſend them to | = 
12 What the Conſequence: wool be in Wet FF 
i Priving our Colonies yy the Conſumption'of | 1 
* 8 1 
Ie. 
Wa 8 , 1 4 3 1 FI ; 15 nh 1% . 
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A ninth part of the Bulk: of theit Product, 


(not accounting coarſe or damag'd Sugars, 


which are ſometimes uſed; by the Diſtiller, 
alſo) I ſhall leave it to the Judgment of 


every unprejudic'd Perſon. I. muſt conſaſs 


my own Opinion is very clear in that Mat- 
ter; this ſingle Article alone, if ng Vent is 
to be had for it, will deſtroy all our Sugar 
Colonies at one Stroke, and put a final end. 


wanting for ſo unhappy a Purpoſe, the Pro- 
hibition-of Rum, by heavy Duties, will no 


doubt, compleat the Work; eſpecially con- 


ſider ing that Rum is a fourth part in Value 


of the Product, and that what is exported 


to Greai- Britain is chiefly conſum'd there 
It may, indeed, be imagin'd, our Sugar 
Colonies, from the Encouragement lately 


given them, may export their Rum to the 
Morthern Colonies; but that muſt be im- 


Poſſible, whilſt. it is the Intereſt of the latter 


to buy Melaſſes oſ the French Colony, which 
they take in exchange for Lumber and Pro- 
viſions; and were chat Trade to be totally 


prohibited, in favour of our Sugar Colonies, 
it would no ways anſwer the end. deſign'd. 


The; French Colonies uſed formerly to fling * 


away their Melaſſes, but they now know 


better; and the Prohibition I mention would | 


only drive the French, farther into the Diſ- 
tillery, and ruin the, Sugar Colonies and 
Moribern Colonies together; they would 


under: ſell the one in Rum, and take no Pro- 


viſions or Lumber from the other, unleſs 


* 8 , 


gent of Rum in return. 


they, in Defiance of the Law, would ac- 


oy - 


* 
* 
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It is well known, that the Advantages of 
the French Colonies I have already mention'd, 
enabled them to Rival us in Trade, and ſup- 
lant us in all Foreign Markets, before they 
new any Uſe for their Melaſſes; and that 
ſince they have found the Means of a profi- 
table Conſumption for-this part of their Pro- 
duct, it has been ſuch an Encouragement as 
has greatly contributed to their | preſent 
Strength and Power; and if at the fame 
time our Colonies, labouring under fo many 
other Diſadvantages in Compariſon to the 
French, are to be depriv'd of the Means of 
1 . e. „„ conſuming their Rum, which is a fourth part 
5 15 of the Product; or if the Conſumption of 
a ninth part of the remaining three fourths 
be taken away, by Reſtraint on the Diſtillers, 
the Loſs to the Manufacture is doubled, 
when our Rivals acquire the Liberty our 
own Colonies are depriv'd of. 
The Conſequences of Schemes of this 
Nature are too manifeſt to need any Argu- 
ments to point out; the Injury, no doubt, 
is not confin'd to rendring uſeleſs ſo great a 
Proportion of the Product, but the conſe- 
8 Damage is to be conſide red; the 
Manufacture itſelf muſt be entirely deſtroy d: 
It can never be preſum'd the Planter will 
continue his Labour and Induſtry, and em- 
ploy his Fortune, where he can meet with 
no Recompence or Return. And I doubt 
not but in that Cafe we ſhould ſoon ſee thoſe 
who are now left on the Sugar Iſlands, fol- 
low the Example many have already ſet 
them, of abandoning their Settlements, and 
retreating to other Colonies, to ſeek Em- 
ploy ment for their Support; and what is | 
wm__ 5 I EM . mo 
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C 
foreign Settlements ; where not — arr | _ 3 
is to be had at eaſier Rates, but where they ERR 
can alſo manufacture their Sugars, and fend 8 
| them to foreign Markets, at twenty per TH 
| Cent. leſs Colt than in our own Colonies: A | 
| lerious Conſideration for thoſe who have any 
ERegard to the Trade and Manufactures of | 

+ this Kingdom; and who think the Support- 1 
ing and Encouraging the Means of Labour f 9 
and Induſtry of the common People, a more 
effectual Method to ſuppreſs Vice and Im- 
morality, than Prohibitions or penal Laws, 
which, as appears from many Inſtances, 
were never yet powerful enough to amend 
and reform the Multitude. Fi 
It may indeed be urg'd, that the impoſing 
an additional Duty on Rum may be on 
what the Commodity will bear, and being 
laid equally on all other Spirituous Liquors, 
cannot have the ill Effects 1 mention. Which 
I ſhall in the next place conſider. 
It will, I believe, be allow'd by every one, 
that the leſſening the Duries on French Brandy, 
has evidently encreas'd its Conſumption, and 
by Conſequence prevented the Increaſe of the 9 
Con ſumption of Rum, the Duties on which Tn 
were not lefſen'd in Proportion; but the abſo- N 1 


| late Neceſſity for thoſe Meaſures, in order to 8 1 
prevent the pernicious infamous Practice of WY 
| Smugling, wou'd admit of no other Remedy. 4 

And were the Duty on French Brandies to | = 
be rais'd in Proportion to the additional Du- - 
ties - ſome propoſe to be laid on Rum, ſup- i 1 
poſing the ſame not ſo heavy as to amount _—_— 

to an immediate Prohibition, yet the Con- 1 
ſequences would be fatal z it would entirely 1 
55 93 1 defeat 1 
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defeat; the Intentions of the Legiſlature. in 
the former Acts, and extend the Evil it was 
LY. | | calculated to tenen e ern gt gn of 
3 es In this Caſe, - as e e thaw, ala 155 : 
[5 happen'd in all others of the like Nature; 
high Duties will occaſion: the Increaſe of a 
contraband Frade; and as a worthy Citizen 

has obſerv'd on another remarkable Occaſion, 

where the Temptation is great, the Number 

of the tempted will increaſe in Proportion, 

without regard 10 the Danger from penal 

Laus. And it is obvious, the great Ad- 

vantage the French will have, (by the Situa- 

tion of their Country, which runs parallel 

to the Coaſt of England ſo great a length, ) to 

pour in their French Brandies: They have 

all the Conveniences for Smugling, high 

b Duties make it their Intereſt, | the Inclination 
= | | of our own People is ſtrong that way; when 
| | at the ſame time the thing is impoſſible in 
reſpe& to the Rum from our Sugar Colonies, 
as well as a Practice abhorred by thoſe Gen- 
tlemen concern'd in the Importation of it- 
So that a due Proportion of additional Duties 
on Rum and French Brandies, do not pre- 
ſerve the Equality intended, or leave the 
Balance as it now ſtands; bur for the Rea 
ions before given, the Advantage 1s wholly | 
il 2 in favour of French Brandy,” to the Deſtrue- 
3 tion of the Conſumption of Rum. 
#3 Theſe, Sir, are my Thoughts on this Subs _ 
ject, which I know no better way of convey- 
ing to the Publick than in your Paper, where 
have obſerv'd things of the like Nature in- 
ſerted, to the general Satisfaction of your 
Readers; and as nothing can be of more Im- 
3 to the Trade and Navigation of this 
Kingdom, 
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| n and the Hints I have given may be = 

155 a Motive to thoſe of more Ability and. Power . 

„  " $Qjemplay ; their Thoughts uſefully, on this WE 

Rh Subject, for the Preſervation of a Body of 1 
induſtrious People, expecting, and juſtly in- Ko 

titled to our Favour and Protection, I hope "1 
you. will give them a Place in your Paper the | 

Ber mne which will oblige, =. 
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Paper relating to the Brizih Diſtilſery, 
particularly. one lign'd 4 Man of Kent, 
ſhewing the Advantage to the Landed In- 
tereſt, by the Diſtillers Conſumption of 
Grain, and claiming the Uſe of Spirituous 
Liquors, as a Sort of Engliſuman's Birth- 
right, on which I deſire by your Means to 
publiſh ſome uſeful Obſervations. 

It's my Happineſs to enjoy a moderate 
Fortune, which is moſtly in Land, and 
: therefore I can't be ſuſpected of any Preju- 
dice, either to the Landed Intereſt or the 
Farmer; but notwithſtanding this, if Malt- 
Spirits are ſo pernicious as they are reported 
to be, and mere Poiſon 1 in their own Nature, 
I would heartily rejoice to ſee an entire Pro- 
hibition of that Manufacture, whatever may 
be the Conſequence, that is what I give my 

; ſelf. the leaſt Trouble to think about. 

Pp But ſuppoſing in ſuch Caſe, the Farmers 
ſhould in ſome Meaſure: be the Looſers, they 
may eaſily make up the Loſs by Sobriety, 
and eee their expenſive way of Liv: 
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ing. Their Forefathers us'd to Work as 
hard as they can pretend to do now, and 


were ſtrong able bodied Men, though they 
hardly way. drank any Wine, or ſo much as 


ſaw Punch; good Malt-Liquor was their 
Entertainment, and Water the ufual Drink 


of the. common People, which for ought I 


know, is much wholeſomer than any other: 


For my own part I can ſpeak by Experience, 


Water has been my common Drink theſe 


twenty Years, and I thank God 'I find m 


ſelf in as good Health as any Man in England. 


This is nota particular Caſe, go but into 


the Highlands of Scotland, there you will ſee 


the Men of a freſh Complexion, nimble and 
ſtrong, altho* Water is their common Drink, 


and many times the open Field their Lodging. 


There is no room to doubt, but it was 
formerly in ſome meaſure the ſame in England, 
where every one below the Degree of Gentry 
lived hard, preſerv'd their Morals and Con- 
ſtitutions at the ſame time, and of courſe muſt 
ſave Money: But of late Years, I don't 


know how, every thing feems to be corrup- 


ted, The Farmer truly will breed his eldeſt 
Son a Gentleman; and if he happens to have 
two more, he makes one a Parſon, and t'o- 


ther a Lawyer ; they ſcorn to hold the Plow : 


His Wife and Daughters wear Silks and Top- 


- knots, drink Tea, and lie on Down Beds: 


And by Extravagancies of this Rind, by 
Drunkenneſs, and other Immoralities, their 


Subſtance is conſum'd, and then they com- 


plain of bad Times, low Markets, and the 
Oppreſſion of their Landlords 


I therefore moſt heartily wiſh for a tho- 


rough Reformation of theſe Evils, and _ 
. 0 : 


(25). 
all means of Drunkenneſs, of what Nature 
ſoever, was entirely prohibited, as well as 
Luxury, in Apparel and Diet, which I am 
ſure would be greatly for the Landed Intereſt; 
for-by teaching the common People Sobrie 
and Frugality, and to live as becomes their 


Station, will enable them to raiſe their Rents, 


inſtead of falling them, and greatly advance 
the Landed Intereſt, which is the true Na- 
tional Strength, and what has born the Bur- 
then of Taxes, both in War and Peace. 

If theſe Obſervations are conteſted, I ſhall 


. give you the Trouble of my further Thoughts ; 
on Non e and am your humble Servant, 


eremiah Blackacre, 


LETTER , 4 
6 R. | 


"TROUB LED wa ſome Time fines” 
with my Thoughts about the Diſtillers, 


and the great Benefit their Conſumption of 
Grain is to the Landed Intereſt, in Anſwer 
to a Book ſaid to be wrote by a mad Parſon, 
- which 1 hope has had the good Effect upon 
| _ I defign'd, becauſe I have, not ſince heard 


thing farther of his Projects. 
ws ins, on this be, ſomething has lately 


5 E in my way which gives me ſtrange Un- 
. eaſineſs, . and 1 muſt needs tell you freely 


Mind on that Subject. | 
"Tho muſt know, Sir, I have always thought 
ſelf happy in a good Landlord ; upon 
5 n he ſeem' d willing to encourage 


an induſtrious Tenant, and would rejoice at 
: any account of his Succeſs or Proſperity. 


Coming to Town this Week to enquire 
how Markets went 5 Bear- Rey, 1 — a 
- Sum 


» 


(86) 38 
Sum of Money for Grain ſold there, and 
went to my Landlord to clear my Cbriſimas 
Rent. I was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd to ſee {ſuch 
an Alteration in his Behaviour from what 1 

had before obſerv'd; he took my Money, 
and inſtead of ſending a ſmall Token to my 
Wite, or Children, as uſual, he put on a 
grave Face, and fella Preaching, What, 
Jays he, did the Furniture of your Houſe 
coſt you? How many Children have you? 
What do you breed them to? What Liquors 
do you drink at Home? Lam afraid youlive 
extravagantly, and not in the ſober way be- 
coming labouring People, if you did, you 
might afford to pay me more Rent; and many 
other Things of the like Nature. I look d 
hard at enn his Head 
turn'd ; 1 could not imagine what had wrought 
ſo ſudden a Change in him; but the Myſtery 
was ſoon diſcover'd, he had lying before him 
one of your Papers, in which was a Better 
from one Feremiab Blackacre, abuſing. the 
Farmer, and from which he was furniſh'd 
with theſe out- of· the· way Queſtionns. 
I promis'd my Landlord to take the Paper 
home, and after ſome Conſideration, to ſend 
him an Anſwer, which I take the Opportunity 
of doing by the following Letter, which f 
deſire you to print in your next, ſo that he may 
ſatisſy his Curioſity by reading it if he pleaſes, 
for he ſhall have no other Anſwer from me. 
Maſter Blackacne, 


I read your fine project for de 
Landed Intereſt, firſt by deftroying. the 
Conſumption of our Product, and ſecondly, 
by new-dieting the Farmer and his Family, 


which occaſions my troubling you with this 
Anſwer. | #{ Nt 


k * * 


%%ͤ᷑ - AP 
I isn you had told us what County your 
Land lies in, for I fancy your Tenants have 
a rare Time of it. It is not my Fortune in- 
. deed to be a Scholar, I Wiſft I was, but ſim- 
Ple and ignorant as Jam, think I can turn 
your Project topſy-cyrvy, and make it as 
plain as the Sun at Noon Day, that you nei- 
ther underſtand our Intereſt or your! own ; 
and ir's very well for the People of England, 
that wiſer Heads than Maſter Blactacre's rule 
Tou ſay we elaim the uſe of ſpirituous 
Liquors as our Birth-Right ; what uſe ef 
them you mean I know not; we don't drink 
Brandy to make Beaſts of ourſelves, but uſe + 
it moderately for our Refreſnment; we are 
up eatly and late; for my part J often go 
nine Mile to Market with Corn before it's 
Day, in the depth of Winter, in Freſt and 
Snow, and when 1 return Home, I finiſh my 
Labour, with a Bout at Ploughing, or other 
neceſſary Work, and find a Dram of Brandy 
very neceflary to keep out the Cold; and 
when my Work is done, I often fit down 
with my Family, or at a Neighbour's, where 
we enjoy our ſelves with a Bowl of good 
Punch; and this, Maſter Rlackatre, we do 
indeed call the Birth- Right of Engliſpmen, 
and bmpe we ſhall never be depriv'd of the 
innocent Uſe of it. What is the Caſe of 
thoſe w hO live an idle Life, and drink Brandy 
and Spirits in a diſorderly ſcandalous way, we 
neither know nor care; let them tell their 
on Story and ſpeak for themſelves. 
But l find, Maſter Blackacre, becauſe ſome 
ichle People drink more than is becoming 
them, you have got a Notion in your Head 
that nobody is to 38 at all for fear of 
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being poiſon'd; this is a ſtrange Fancy in- 
deed, I am ſure in our Country we uſe a 
great deal of Engliſh Brandy, and we are 
mightily pleas'd to think our own Corn will 
make it, and ſtarve the Frenchman, who takes 
away our Ready Money, and all our young 
People a Smugling. But it this Liquor 
moderately uſed by Working Men, is, as 
you ſay, mere Poiſon, it's very ſtrange 
we ſhould never find any Body die of it: 
No, no, Sir, we know better Things, and 
are. not to be talk' d out of our Senſes at 
that Rate. : LE 1 
As to your Contrivance of helping us to 
Sobriety, and retrenching our Expences, we 
thank you kindly for your Love; I think 
we are ſober enough already; we flave like 
Horſes in the Field early and late, to make 
up your Rents, and cannot underſtand how it 
comes to be your Buſineſs to direct how we 
ſhall ſpend what we can ſave by the Fruits of 
our Labour. | x t 
You talk much of our Forefathers, and 
tell us much of their drinking Water; I be- 
lieve if we were to enquire how all our Fore - 
fathers liv'd, it might be found very different 
from what it is now; when our Forefathers 
drank Water, yours drank no Wine: but 
why one ſhall be an Example to govern Po- 
ſterity, and not the other, is paſt my Under- 
ſtanding. In former Days they were not to 
compare with us for Labour or Induſtry, nor 
was the Nation any ways equal in Strength or 
Riches to what they are at preſent; Know- 
ledge and Learning of all kinds, Arts, Manu- 
factures, Wealth, Labour and Induſtry were 
almoſt unknown, and therefore the Expences 
of Living at this Time may be caſily ac- 
counged'tor, VV 


i 


A Can, 
A 4 IN 1 


. 
2 nay eee — — e een 
bs N e n * 


l — — — 
4 L 9 Ru 1 1 * 5 
7 re "4 FER 27 7 W WENT 27.9 ' N ain 
e W "> LA Ear DR Bt 2 CIT: N 9 3 8 
4 $45 hp 4 ain e 2 * ws e * . ee 9 Ae 
i gc. 3-7 o r 7 
* 0 9 6 


As to your Project of Water-Drinking, 
11 do better to carry it over to the 
Bla 


cks, it will do well enough for Slaves, 
but will not ſuit che laborious, induſtrious. 


People of England. 5 8 
The Example you give of the Highlands 
of Scotland, is what I am incapable of mak - 
| ng a right Judgment of; but I haveenquir'd 
of the Exciſeman of our Town, who is a 


great Traveller, and he ſays you have told 


Complexion, Nimbleneſs, and Strength o 
thoſe People, is not owing to the Waxer- 
drinking, but to the Agua Vitæ, a Malt Spi- 
rit which is commonly uſed in that Country, 
which ſerves both for Victuals and Drink ; 
you don't pretend to ſay they are poiſon'd 
by it, and yet you have got a Notion in 
your Head, that Malt Spirits are Poiſon here 
for us to drink ; but I hope you don't think 


but half your Story, for that the ruddy 


us ſuch Fools as to believe it, becauſe you 


are pleas'd to tell us ſo. _ 953 
Lou have made ſuch a Noiſe about this 
Poiſon, that I have made ſome enquiry of 
my Factor, who by the bye, is as knowing 
a Man, and as good a Scholar as the beſt of 
ou ; and what do you'think he wy og — 
hat, that it is all a Bugbear ? He ſays, 
how comes it the Dutch are not porſon'd, Who 
make as much Malt Spirits in a Year in two 
Towns in Holland, as we make in all England. 


I wiſh, Maſter Blackacre, you would give 


an Anſwer to that, and you would ſay ſome- 
to the Purpoſe. e. N Ts 
But to return to our Forefathers, whoſe 
Example I believe may be as uſeful to you as 
to us. They did not pay 20s. an Acre for 
Land, and maintain their Landlords at the 
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Silks, Topknots, and Tea, are, I ie Fa 


Faſhions: among us all; - but Vin Gold and wear 1, 


Maſter, Blackacre, | is the Caſe with Old England. ; 


however it is in 9 Countries, I know not, hut 


T have heard ſay, in Turky and France the working 
Men are all Slaves, and that they have not ſuch. 2 
Thing among them as a good Yeomar of Kent, © 
+ Tamorry to think you ate uneaſy at our having Ww 
Bed to lie on: I don't know! what Whims you have 
got, but remember what I tell you, when the Farmer 
wants a Bed, his Landlord is in great Danger ; if we 


cannot be happy and a ic il not be in your Power 
tobe o. either. 


As to Drunkennek ; nd Immorality Thelieve work. 
ing People are the leaſt 'guilty of one or .the other, 
they have no Time to ſpare * 10 fiich Uſes: * Tf there 


_ are any whoare guilty of it, "we ſhall be glad to ke a 


Reformation; and A 4 Lünen would take my 
Advice, the likelieſt way to ſucceed would be by be- 


ginning with dent e eu, I warrant you it will 


be thought à might e a poor labouring Man 
to take a chearful Glaſs his own way, but a harmleſs 


thing to be drunk with French Claret, and ſpe pend the 


Rent of two or three Acres of Land for an Eveninz' 
Diverſiop of your Hallan Geldings, © 

Dou't talk to us, Matter Blackacre, of: Luxury and 
Extravagance, Toll! we give. yours 4 ere e your 
Oliver, 7: , 

As to your Projectof hindwing lis fell or Caving 
to make us ſober, it's a Hkely thing enough, and I be- 


lieve it will ſucceed to your Mind, it will make us 


all ſober in good earneſt ; but iy it will raiſe ou 
Rents, is what you. will find your ſelf Pee Ne] 
taken in, It Would have dhe but kind if f ye 5 
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to live like a Parcel of 


and how: the Price would be kept up when ſo rata 3 


Part of our Conſumption is taken away. 
know many Land lords have got a Notion i in heir 


Heads, that if a Tenant does nat pay his Rent honeſt- 


by, and hve decently,” he is 00 Rich, they want us 


Negroes. + But I with: you 
would remember one Piece of Advice from a Farmer, 


his Landlord after. 


lt is well known lat ir Lonedladls: are ny 
" Enough to take the Advantage of our Lahours, and 


niſe our Rents; one would wonder how any Tenant. 


can afford to pay 20 f. an Acre for plough'd Ground, 
N is done in ſome Places; but I believe no where 
in the World but in Old England; and do you think 
this Rent can be raisd out:ufi en fend 72 0 
our Markets are ſpoil' d? 


We have had many. Hardſhips upon us * ts 5 
Venrs, in the Conſumption of our Grain, though I 
never could find gur Landlords would bate us a. 


Shilling of our Rent, we muſt pay or got 10 sg 
mae it or not out of our Farm. | 


4280 T hevekadagrot dealef Difowrie wt wr my Rar 


A this Matter, and-enquir'd of him what. is.the 
Cauſe of the falling of our Markets. He tells me, 


that the People. of een did not uſe to raiſe Grain 
enough own Uſe, but took very conſiderable 
ities from England; * that of late they have 


my their | 
& of Parliament for encouraging öf it, ſo that a 


4 not r 
uſual. 


He alſo infofins me, that they increaſe in Tillage 
very much in 


and even ſend greater Quanti- 
ties than formerly to Market in England, even at 


Bear- Key, 
And that they raiſe of late great Quantities of 


Corn in DS GE 
Portugal, and other foreign Markets, where they 


greatly underſell us; ſothat If the late War had not 


happen qi in the two great Corn Countries Abroad, 
Poland and Sicily, Wwe Troll have had Grain of all 
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1 
forts at ſo low a Price, as would hardly have paid the 
Farmer for his Seaſon; and who do you think in ſuch 
Caſe muſt pay the Rent ? 3 

If this be true, as I believe my Factor is an honeſt 
Man, and would not deceive me; ſuppoſe we were to 


have a plentiful Crop this Vear, and the Diſtilling 
Trade ſhould be put down, What will become of 


the Markets at Bear-Key ? What Price will Grain 


yield? And how will your Rents be paid ? You may 
think what = pleaſe of your Leaſes and your Cove- 
nants, we 1h 


U not much matter them; if we are 
ruin'd, what we begin you will follow: And if it is 


worth the while to try ſuch Experiments, to prevent 


the Debauchery of a few idle Gin-drinkers, who may 


eaſily be cur'd, by the Houſe of Correction, and the 


Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of Peace, and Conſta- 


bles doing their Duty in Town as well asthey do in the 


Country; If this, I fay, is what you are determin'd 
to try, you will ſoon compleat the Ruin of the Coun- 
try Farmer, and bring them in good earneſt to your 
Water-Diet ; what you will have to lie on yourſelves, 
I leave it to your own Conſideration ; I believe we 
can bear with Starving as well as the beſt of you. 
Thus, Maſter Blackacre, your Project has bee 


Conſider d, and you have the true Thoughts of 


A Man of Kexr. £00 
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25 1. Author of the London PailyP Poſt. 
Sin, a 

peel rette to be at the Clerk's 
' Houſe of our Pariſh, who has all the News, 


and there I ſaw in a Paper call'd the Daily Jour- 
nal, an odd kind of Advertifement without a 


Name to it, ſignifying, that the Letter I ſent 
you, ſubſcribed by me, the Man of Kent, was 


 * wrote by a Diſtillers Servant, and that the 


© Kentiſh Farmers have more good Senſe, and agreat 
deal of better e than to be 1 5 of ſuch 
COPE, 

Tjwiſh you knew this Cod's: head alto takes 


me for a Diſtiller's Servant; I may be faid in- 
_ deed to get my Bread by the Diſtillers, who 
pay mea great deal of Money in a Year for 


Barley, and for Wheat, whether it be wet or 


dry, clean or foul, which none of your faucy 


Meal-men will touch a Bit of; this enables me 
to pay my Rent with a willing Mind, and main- 
tain my Family; and ſo I may be called a Ser- 
vant in one Senſe; if it is ſo, it is ſo, why I am 
ſure then Thave a Parcel ofas honeſt good Maſters 
as any in England, whonever make me come twice 


for my Money, But it is not that which ſticks 


ſo much in my Stomach, this Hilo the Whiſp muſt 
needs have it, that a Farmer's a Fool for ſpeaking 
his Mind, gs if be were to touch a gall'd Horſe, and 
think much of bis winching ;, as to Manners, we ſel - 
dom indeed diſpute about that, whether we have 
any or not, is neither here nor there; but what 
we want of Manners, we can make up in Ho- 
neſty, tho* we never went to a Dancing-School. 
Things are come to a fine Paſs indeed, if we 


are to ſee ourſelves ruin'd and undone, and never 
E 1 1 5 


ſpeak in a civil Way for fear of ſpoiling our 
Breeding; faith I know who would be Fool 
then ; no, no, we ſhall hardly be wheedled our 
of our Senſes at that Rate, what I have wrote you 
about Corn is the Truth, and the whole Truth, 
and I wilflay a Hundred Pounds to a Half. penny 
that T make it appear befor e' er a Judge or Jury 
in England. | 5 | * | 2 
When the Diſtillers are gone, who is to buy 
ſuch Part of our Crops as they now conſume ? 
the Malſters and Brewers, who ule the beſt Barley 
already, buy as much as they have occaſion for; 
does any Body fancy they will buy more only to 
pleaſe us? Who is to take our coarſe, foul, da- 
maged Grain? what uſe will they put 4 or A 
Quarters 10. in a Year? Feed Hogs with them, "> T8 
one cunning Fellow; why truly that may do very 
well, if we could get a Law to oblige People to 


live upon Bacon; a Million gf Rogs, beſides 
what are fatted at preſent, will be a pretty ſtout 
Army; but what is to become of our Beef and 
our Mutton? are People to eat as much as they 


uſed to do, and devour all this Swine's Fleſh into 
the Bargain? Surely thele Projectors are little 
better than Madmen, there's neither Back nor 
Edge in what they ſay about this Matter, as I 
| told you before. Bear- Key is our ready Money 
Market, and that's the Life and Soul of the Story. 
My Ladnlord is indeed a good fort of a Man 
enough in the main, but is a little ſpoil'd of late 
by reading of bad Books; however he was al- 
ways pretty tight about his Rent, which I believe 
was not ſo much out of ill-will to his Tenants, 
but his Eſtate is not very large, tho' his Family 
is; I could not help laughing in my Sleeve, to 
bear him other day talk about my Wife and 
EI | f „„ = MAIN, - 


Children, how they lived, and how I brought 
them up, Egad thinks I, ſuppoſe I were to put 
on a bold Face, and aſk you about your Chil- 


_ dren, you would be plaguily puzzled. to anſwer 


a few civil Queſtions : His eldeſt Son is a Beau 


in London, and looks as if be juſt came from the 


Collar- makers, with a long Flail behind his Head; 


but in the Country is a mighty Huntſman; Iam 


thinking, when we are all ruined, he would like 
it well enough to ſee our Farms all turn'd into 
Parks; they would keep many Head of Deer, 
and there would be Plenty of rare fat Veniſon ; 


we might then come in for a Haunch now and 


then, without paying any Rent, and turn Gen- 


tlemen too; how long it would hold I can't tell; | 
bur a ſhort Life and a merry one ſay I When 


All's ſpent and gone, we can but begin the 


World again; There's one thing for our Com- 
fort, we ſhall not be ruin'd alone, when we are 


brought to Small Beer and Water, I know who 
will not be able to drink Claret; ſo if they will 
be ſo obſtinate, let them; as for my own Part, 
I don't value it three Straws, but ſhall be eon- 


tented with Neighbour's Fare, let it be good 


or bad. And ſo no more at preſent, from 


us Humble Servant io command, - 
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try. In a Letter to the Reyerend Author, 
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I. XN Impartial Enquiry into the 'preſent 
| A Stave of the Britiſb Diſtillery, Rally 
demonſtrating the evil Conſequences of impoſing 
any additional Duties on Britiſb Spirits; — 
that all the real Diſorders and Immoralities juſtly 
complained of in the Method of retailing them, 
may be effectually remedied by a proper Regu: 
lation in the home Confumption of this Manu. 
facture, without the total Prohibition of it. 
Wherein alſo the manifeſt Abſurdities, and groſs 
Impoſitions on the Publick, contained in a prin- 


ted Pamphlet, intituled, Diſtilled Spirituous Li. 


quors the Bane of the Nation, are fully detected 
and expoſed. The Second Edition. 


II. A Proper Reply to a Scandalous Libel, in- 
tituled, The Tryal hs Spirits, in a Letter to the 
Author. The Second Edition, with Additions. 
III. A Collection of Letters publiſhed in the 
Daily Papers, relating to the ritiſh Diſtillery, 35 
IV. A Supplement to the Impartial Enquiry 
into the preſent State of the Britiſb Diſtillery, 


In Anſwer to the ſecond Edition of a Pamphlet, 


intituled, Spirituous Liquors the Bane of the Nation. 
Wherein the notorious Untruths and ſcandalous 
Inventions, introduced in this Pamphlet, are fully 
detected and expoſed ; and the Landed Intereſt 
is truly ſtated, and recommended to the ſerious 
Conſideration of all true Lovers of their Coun- 


